
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Royal Asiatic Society of Sri Lanka, 96, Ananda Coomaraswamy Mawatha, Colombo 07. 

   
This is the fourth issue of the RASSL Library Newsletter, an  
e-newsletter issued by the Library Committee of the Royal Asiatic 
Society of Sri Lanka.  
Its objective is to deliver information on new books and periodicals 
added to the collection of the Library of the RASSL to its members. 
 

You can find details of the following in this Newsletter. 
• New Purchases  (Books)  
• Periodicals Received in Exchange  
• Donations (Books)  
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Useful Links About the Library: www.royalasiaticsociety.lk/library/ 
  Special Collections: www.royalasiaticsociety.lk/library/collections/   
  Online Catalogue: www.royalasiaticsociety.lk/library/catalogue/ 
  Library Newsletters: www.royalasiaticsociety.lk/library/newsletter/ 
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NEW BOOKS (Contd.) 
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Spolia Zeylanica Vol. 
43(Ancient Swords, 
Daggers & Knives in 
Sri Lankan Museums) 
 

P.H.D.H. de Silva & S. 
Wickramasinghe 

2006 

 

 

Spolia Zeylanica Vol. 
44(Traditional Textiles in 
the Colombo National 
Museum) 
 

G.E. Vangeyzel 

 

2008 

 

 

     

 

Spolia Zeylanica Vol. 
45 
 

Ed. Nanda 
Wickramasinghe 

 

2002 

 

 

Spolia Zeylanica Vol. 46 
(Traditional Betel- Bags 
in Sri Lanka National 
Museum) 
P.H.D.H. de Silva & M.M.D. 
Peiris 

2009 
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NEW BOOKS (Contd.) 
     

 

Spolia Zeylanica Vol. 
47 (Tamil Inscriptions 
of the Colombo 
National Museum) 
 

S. Pathmanathan 

 

2005 

 

 

Spolia Zeylanica Vol. 48 
(Dutch and other Foreign 
Tobacco Boxes in Sri 
Lankan Museums) 
 

K.D. Paranavitana & S. 
Wickramasinghe & Bert 
Nelleans 

2011 

     

 

Spolia Zeylanica Vol. 
49 (Handwoven 
Heritage Future 
Foundation) 
 

Chandramani 
Thenuwara 

2012 
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NEW BOOKS (Contd.) 
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A catalogue of the 
Sangam Age Pandya 
and Chola Coins of the 
National Museum, 
Colombo, Sri Lanka 
 

R. Krishnamurthy  

2005 

 

 

The Hand-Book ofCeylon 
National Congress 1919-
1928 
 

 

 

S.W.R.D. Bandaranayake 

 

1991 
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NEW BOOKS (Contd.) 
     

 

Directory of Museums 
in Sri Lanka    

 

M. M. Dayananda Peiris 

 

2005 

 

 

The Rupamala   
 

 

Translator E. R. Gooneratne 

 

1995 

     

 

A Guide to the 
Magampura Ruhunu 
Heritage Museum 
Hambanthota  
 

Ed.  Leelananda 
Prematilleke 

 

2014 

 

   

     
     

PERIODICALS Received in Exchange 
   
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland Vol.27,Pt.2, April 2017 

    
Contents 
 

• ‘The Pillars of State:’ Some Notes on the Qarachu Begs and the Kesikten in the Il-
Khanate (1256-1335). By Michael Hope 

• A “Black Cult” in Early Medieval China: Iranian- Zoroastrian Influence in the 
Northern Dynasties. By Sanping Chen and Victor H Mair 

• A Theoretical Component of Political Inegalitarianism in Perso-Islamicate Thought. 
By Alireza Shomali 

• The Buddha’s Biography: Its Development in the Pagan Murals vs. the Later 
Vernacular Literature, in the Theravadin Buddhist Context of Southeast Asia. By 
Samerchai Poolsuwan 

• A Comparison of the Pali and Chinese versions of the Kassapa Samyutta, a collection 
of early Buddhist discourses on the Venerable Kasyapa . By Choong Mun-Keat 

• The Figures of Koho and Li-mi-i, and the Origins of the Case for a Christian 
Missionary Presence in Tenpyo Era Japan. By James Harry Morris 
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Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland Vol.27,Pt.3, July 2017 

   
Contents 
 

• Two Armenian manuscripts in the Library of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great 
Britain and Ireland. First Manuscript. By Vrej Nersessian  

• Two Armenian manuscripts in the Library of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great 
Britain and Ireland. Second Manuscript. By Vrej Nerses Nersessian  

• Most- Cherished Gemstones in the Medieval Arab World. By Zohar Amar and Efraim 
Lev 

• The Sufyani in Early Islamic Kerygma: An Enquiry into His Origins and Early 
Development. By Mehdy Shaddel 

• Translating the ‘Other’: Early-Modern Muslim Understandings of Hinduism. By Sher 
Ali Tareen 

• The Ancient and Modern Power of Islamic Sermons in Contemporary Pakistan.  By 
Sam Robinson  

• The Coinage System in the Arthasastra and Commentarial Strategies in the 
Canakyatika by Bhiksu Prabhamati: Issues on the Textual Authority of Manu’s Code.  
By Alessandra Petrocchi 

• Chunyu Kun: Motifs, Narratives, and Personas in Early Chinese Anecdotal 
Literature. By Oliver Weingarten 

 
     
The Journal of the Siam Society Vol. 105, 2017  

 

 Contents 
 

• Ceramic Trade Between Early Qing China and Late Ayutthaya, 1644–1767 By 
Pimpraphai Bisalputra 

• Indo-Persian Influence on Late Ayutthaya Art, Architecture, and Design. By 
Julispong Chularatana 

• François Valentijn’s Map of “The Great Siamese River Me-Nam”. By Barend Jan 
Terwiel 

• Ayutthaya and the Indian Ocean in the 17th and 18th Centuries: International 
Trade, Cosmopolitan Politics, and Transnational Networks. By Bhawan Ruangsilp 
and Pimmanus Wibulsilp  

• Alangkapuni: An English Captain at the Siege of Ayutthaya. By Dhiravat na 
Pombejra  

• The Louis XIV Manuscript Cabinet: The Role of Thunder and Lightning By Hiram 
Woodward  

• The 1731 Edict on Missionary Activities. By Kennon Breazeale  
• Gold Coins from Khlong Thom. By Brigitte Borell  
• The Phanom Surin Shipwreck, a Pahlavi Inscription, and their Significance for the 

Early History of Lower Central Thailand. By John Guy  
• Population Dynamics in Lan Na during the 19th Century. By Volker Grabowsky  
• Instruments of Diplomacy: 19th Century Musical Instruments in the Smithsonian 

Collection of Thai Royal Gifts. By Paul Michael Taylor and William Bradford Smith  
• The Demographics of a Village of Recently Settled Hunter-Gatherers in Thailand. By 

Eugene Long, Mary Long, and Tony Waters  
• Echoes from the Sacred Mounts: The Challenge of Female Tutelary Spirits in Luang 

Prabang. By  Thararat Chareonsonthichai 
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
 6 



Journal of the Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society Vol. 90 Pt.  No. 312 June 2017 

 

 Contents 
Articles 

• Words of Majesty: A Brief History of Royal Correspondence between England and 
Asia, 1600–1858. By Richard Scott Morel 

• Singapore in the Cycles of the Longue Durée. By Peter Borschberg 
• The Brick-making Industry in Kuala Lumpur in the Late Nineteenth Century pp. 61-

72 By Shapiza Sharif, Arba’iyah Mohd Noor 
• Managing Agency Capitalism and Malayan Rubber: Harrisons & Crosfield, Ltd. 

(1900–1940). By Kenji Koike 
• Tanah Rata and the Development of the Cameron Highlands, 1925–2030. By Robert 

C. M. Weebers 
• Muted Speech, Apa Khabar Orang Kampung, and To Singapore, with Love. By Fang-

Tze Hsu 
 
Documents From Malaysian History 

• Cameron’s Highlands 
• Malacca in 1824: The Eye-witness Account of Captain Hyacinthe de Bougainville 

Hyacinthe de Bougainville, Colin Dyer 
 

     
At Anthropology today Vo. 33, No. 2 April 2017 

 

 • Enchanting Technology. By Timothy de Waal Malefyt 
• Fashion magazines and fashion as a system of magic. By Brian Moeran 
• Enchanted reason: Science fiction, print capitalism and the magic of anthropology. 

By Peter Pels 
• Foretelling the future: The fashion designer as shaman. By Kasper Tang Vangkilde  
• Advertising magic: The paradox of keeping- while-giving. By Timothy de Waal 

Malefyt 
• Sketching with knives: Architects & the confidence theory of magic. Aina Landsverk 

Hagen  
• Fetish,  magic, marketing. By Eric Arnould, Julien Cayla & Deplhine Dion  
• ‘Have we becom too ethical’. By Bob Simpson & Margaret Sleeboom-Faulkner  

 
     
At Anthropology today Vo. 33, No. 3 June 2017 

 

  
• Big data and ethnology. By Joseph Feldman 
• Post-truth anthropology. By Jonathan Mair 
• Trump: Transacting trickster. By Keir Martin & Jakob Krause-Jensen 
• Hacking the citizenry?  Personality profiling, ‘big data and the election of Donald 

Trump. By Roberto J. Gonzalez 
• The wall and the wash: Security, infrastructure and rescue on the US-Mexico 

border. By  Leva Jusionyte  
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Anthropology Today - Vol. 33, Issue I - February 2017 

 

 Contents 
 

• Entangled temporalities: Ghana's national biometric identity registration project By 
Alena Thiel 

• What's (written) history for?: On James C. Scott's Zomia, especially Chapter 6½ By 
Jean Michaud 

• Cooperation and competition in social anthropology- J.L. Molina, M.J. Lubbers, H. 
Valenzuela-García and S. Gómez-Mestres 

• Heritage and participatory governance: An analysis of political strategies and social 
fractures in Spain - J. Cortés-Vázquez, G. Jiménez-Esquinas and C. Sánchez-Carretero 

• To Excel at bridewealth, or ceremonies of Office  By Anthony j. Pickles 
• Ecomyopia in the Anthropocene - D.G. Casagrande, E.C. Jones, F.S. Wyndham, J.R. 

Stepp and R. Zarger 
• Anthropology of law, fear, and the War on Terror  

Laura Nader 
Sri Lanka Journal of Social Sciences –Vol. 40, No. 1, June 2017 

  Contents 
 

• Promoting socio-economic equity in South Asia. By Siri Hettige 
• Improving the quality of university education in Sri Lanka: an analysis of Quality 

Assurance Agency Council's reviews. By Chandra Gunawardena 
• War-affected children and psycho-social rehabilitation. By Kumari Thoradeniya 
• Present status and future scope of floriculture industry in Sri Lanka and its 

potential in women empowerment. By S. M. P. C. Padmini ,  T. D. Kodagoda 
• Collective ritual as a way of transcending ethno-religious divide: the case of 

Kataragama Pāda Yātrā in Sri Lanka. By Anton Piyarathne 
• Disability and poverty in Sri Lanka: a household level analysis. By P. H. T. Kumara ,  

D. N. B. Gunewardena 
• Relationship between remittances and rural primary education: a case study on a 

group of remittance beneficiaries. By M. A. M. I. Perera ,  M. Wijeratne 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
   
 DONATIONS  
   

1. Siddhartha: The Seeker, Text by Dissanayake, J.B. & Illustrations by  Wettasinghe, Sybil, Nugegoda: 
Sumitha Publishers, 2017 

2. Antiquities what everyone needs to know, Anderson, M.L., Oxford University Press,2007 

3. Early Historic Tamil Nadu c 300 BCE- 300 CE, Indrapala, K., Colombo: Kumaran Book House, 2009 

4. The  Evolution of an Ethnic Identity: The Tamils in Sri Lanka, Indrapala, K. , Sydney: The South Asian 
Studies Centre, 2005 

5. The Ocean of Churn: How the Indian Ocean Shaped Human History, Sanjeev Sanyal, Published Viking, 
2016 

6. wdkkao l=udriajdñ( úYaùh ñksfil=f.a cSú;h yd ks¾udK$ nKavdr" iïm;a" kqf.af.dv( iriú" 2014 

7. ud;r f¾,afj úia;rh" ví' mS" fld<U( cd;sl f,aLkdrCIl fomd¾;fïka;=j" 2008  
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Donors: Mr. Sampath Bandara, Dr. Raja de Silva,  Mr. Dhanesh Wisumperuma, Mrs. Sybil 
Wettasinghe, Prof. K. Indrapala, Mr. Mahindha de Lanerolle and Mr. Punsara Amarasinghe 
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